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Preface

During the last decade our understanding of heterogeneous catalytic reactions has
drastically changed. We learned that the solid surface continuously changes during the
catalytic process and the catalytically active site itself develops in the interaction between
the reactants and the solid surface. This interaction can be cyclic as in oscillatory
reactions or limited mainly to the beginning of the reaction.

In this special issue the processes at the beginning of the catalytic reaction will be
addressed, especially the effect of the adsorbed species of all origins on the restructuring
of the surface and the influence on the reactivity of the catalysts. The first contribution
addresses the classical problem of carbon deposits in metal catalyzed reactions of
hydrocarbons. This is followed by contributions about the effect of promoters and other
preadsorbed species and overlayers introduced during the preparation of catalysts.
Reactants-induced structural changes in the ammoxidation and selective hydrogenation
are also included in this special issue.

The editors are indebted to all authors who delivered excellent manuscripts and to
the referees for their quick response and careful work.

Z. Schay and L. Guczi
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